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was collecting arms and ammunition, ^and that it was the
general belief on the Isthmus that the revolution might
occur at any moment, and that their own opinion was that
failure on the part of Colombia to ratify the treaty would
lead to immediate revolution.

In view of this condition of affairs, President Eoosevelt,
acting in accordance with the unbroken policy of the gov-
ernment since the ratification of the treaty of 1846 with
New Granada, directed the Navy Department to issue such
instructions as would insure having American naval vessels
within easy reach of the Isthmus in the event of disorder
there. Orders were issued on October 19, 1903, for one
ship, the Boston, to proceed to San Juan del Sur, Nica-
ragua; to another, the Atlanta, to proceed to Guantanamo,
Cuba; and to a third, the Dixie, to prepare to sail from
League Island. On October 30, 1903, a fourth, the Nash-
ville, Commander Hubbard, was ordered to proceed to
Colon. On November 2, 1903, when it was evident that an
outbreak was imminent, instructions were sent to the Nash-
ville, Boston and Dixie as follows:

" Maintain free and uninterrupted transit. If interrup-
tion is threatened by armed force, occupy the line of rail-
road. Prevent landing of any armed force, either govern-
ment or insurgent, at any point within 50 miles of Panama.
Government force reported approaching Isthmus in vessels.
Prevent their landing if, in your judgment, the landing
would precipitate a conflict."

Instructions similar to these had been issued repeatedly
during previous disorders of various kinds on the Isthmus,
the latest instance being in September, 1902, when, as in
1856, 1860, 1861, 1873, 1885, and in 1901, sailors and ma-
rines from United States war-ships were landed to patrol
the Isthmus to protect life and property and keep transit
free and open. In most of these instances the troops had
been landed at the request of the Colombian Government

The Nashville arrived at Colon at 5.30 p. M. on November
2,1903. At daylight on the following morning Commander